Assessment of liposomal transfection of ocular tissues in vivo.
A possible route to the treatment of inherited retinal degenerations such as retinitis pigmentosa (RP) is the application of somatic gene therapy by the transfer and expression of corrective functional genes in ocular tissue. Cationic liposomes are established vehicles for the delivery and expression of exogenous genes in mammalian cells both in vitro and in vivo1. We report here a preliminary assessment of liposome-mediated transfer of a plasmid carrying the reporter gene lacZ (encoding the enzyme beta-galactosidase) into tissues of the adult rabbit eye.